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What Everyone Should Know  
About Private Schools That 
Accept Vouchers 
A school voucher does not automatically grant students access to any private school in the state. This is true 
for any program that provides public funds for students to attend private schools, such as vouchers, education 
savings accounts, or tax credits. Only certain private schools choose to opt-in to these programs and enroll stu-
dents using a voucher.

What do we know about the types of schools that accept 
students using a voucher?

1.	 They often lack long-term financial viability and close quickly.

a.	  �So-called “voucher schools” or “pop-up schools” have rapidly grown in states with voucher 
programs. These schools often don’t have the financial stability to sustain long-term 
operations and close within a few years, disrupting students’ education and forcing them to 
switch schools. 

	 I.	 �A 25-year study of Milwaukee’s voucher program found that 41% of all private schools 
accepting vouchers closed. 

	 II.	 �The average amount of time schools created in response to a voucher program stay open 
is just 4 years. 

b.	 This alarming rate of school closures due to financial instability harms students.
	 I.	 �School closures harm students by forcing them to change schools, which has been shown 

to negatively impact students’ development, social and emotional health, and academic 
performance. Students who move schools frequently have lower test scores and are less 
likely to graduate high school.

c.	� The investment of public funds through vouchers into private schools which quickly close is a 
waste of taxpayers’ dollars.

	 I.	 �In Milwaukee, one study found that 12% of all public funds spent on the city’s school 
voucher program went to schools that ended up closing.

	 II.	 �These funds could have been spent on the well-established public schools that hold 
strong ties to the community.

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/psj.12164
https://time.com/6272666/school-voucher-programs-hurt-students/
https://nepc.colorado.edu/publication/student-mobility
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26383375?casa_token=msV8QHI5dXQAAAAA%3ACmkbc88S8DCPlz2lwODVkvbnAbar7io6hMjt1hEfyuVBpLY_IECSBdGkIJCNgdcST6jb8LE1FkNmtngtOzjydBAYZYFVxCB96BUZu1Wm2EpAkXw1CCpvEg


 2024 • EDTRUST  2 

2.	� They are often not required to follow the same safety, accountability, and transparency rules as public 
schools, resulting in a lower-quality educational experience.

a.	  �This lack of oversight, regulation, and accountability can result in students attending schools that 
are failing to prepare them for college or career.

	 I.	 �For example, states like Arizona don’t require all private schools to:

1.	 Hold an accreditation from the State Board of Education
2.	 Employ certified teachers 
3.	 Ensure all school staff pass a background check
4.	 Follow state-based curriculum standards

b.	 As a result of opening quickly to capitalize on new public funds, as well as the lack of regulations 
for educational facilities, private schools may not have the necessary infrastructure, such as 
libraries or gyms, that are crucial for a well-rounded education.

3.	 They are overwhelmingly religious. 

a.	  �Almost all students using a voucher attend a religiously affiliated school. These schools often have a 
curriculum that integrates faith-based teachings, and they may require students to participate in reli-
gious activities.

	 I.	 �In Ohio, 91% of students using a voucher in 2024 attended a religious school. In Indiana, 
98% of students did.  

b.	  �The most common religious schools participating in voucher programs are Catholic or a denomination 
of Christianity. This means students of other faiths may be denied admission or forced to adhere to 
religious customs they do not practice in order to attend. It also means students who identify, or who 
have family members who identify, as LGBTQIA+ may be discriminated against. There have already 
been reports of faith-based schools expelling or refusing to admit students from these communities, 
and many require students to sign declarations of faith that explicitly reject homosexuality.

4.	 They disproportionately serve white students.

a.	  �Private schools educate a far greater share of white students than any other type of school. (Sixty-
five percent of private school students are white, compared with 47% of public school students.)

	 I.	 �Private schools are more likely to have a student body that is over 90% white. This creates 
an environment in which students of color often feel unwelcome and excluded.

	 II.	 �This is likely due to a multitude of factors but can be linked to the rapid increase in 
private school enrollment following Brown v. Board of Education, when white parents 
enrolled in private schools to prevent their children from having to attend recently 
integrated public schools.

b.	  �School vouchers are unlikely to make private schools more diverse, as the majority of students 
using these programs were already previously enrolled in private schools.

What does this mean for students? 
While some students may use a voucher to attend a high-quality school that better serves their needs, this is not the 
case for all students. The private schools that students can apply to using a voucher are rarely, if ever, the selective, 
well-established and well-resourced schools families may think of. Instead, these schools may offer a lower-quality 
educational experience that does not set students up for success. 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/non-public-education/regulation-map/arizona.html
https://www2.ed.gov/admins/comm/choice/regprivschl/regprivschl.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2024/06/03/tax-dollars-religious-schools/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/discrimination-lgbt-private-religious-schools_n_5a32a45de4b00dbbcb5ba0be
https://www.cnn.com/2024/06/19/politics/arizona-private-school-vouchers-invs/index.html
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=6a136adfba4db4ecJmltdHM9MTcyNDcxNjgwMCZpZ3VpZD0xNTkwNWY3Yy0xZDA3LTZmYjMtMDJmZC00Y2FhMWM2YjZlMTImaW5zaWQ9NTM2Mg&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=15905f7c-1d07-6fb3-02fd-4caa1c6b6e12&psq=nyt+being+black+in+private+school&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmJjbmV3cy5jb20vbmV3cy9uYmNibGsvYmxhY2stc3R1ZGVudHMtZXhwZXJpZW5jZS10cmF1bWEtcmFjaXN0LWluY2lkZW50cy1zY2hvb2wtZXhwZXJ0cy1zYXktbjEyMzI4Mjk&ntb=1
https://southernspaces.org/2024/separate-and-unequal-schools-past-future/
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