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What are the statewide takeaways from the 2023 results?

While statewide scores have generally increased, they are still well below pre-pandemic levels. If
Massachusetts continues at the rate of improvement seen from last year to this year — about one percentage point,
on average — it will take at least eight years for students to recover to their pre-pandemic levels in all grade levels
and subjects.

FIGURE 1: Percentage of 3rd-8th Grade Students Meeting and Exceeding Expectations
B fA @ Math

60%

52%

40%

33%

20%

0%

2017 2018 2019 2021 2022 2023

edtrust.org/massachusetts O @EdTrustMA 1.




On average, 3rd-8th grade ELA scores rose for the second year. While scores are recovering, they
are often improving more slowly for systemically underserved student groups, resulting in
growing equity gaps. For example, in 2022, the gap between the percentage of Black students meeting and
exceeding grade level expectations and their White counterparts was 22 percentage points; this year, the gap
increased to 24 percentage points.
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Figure 2: 3rd-8th Grade Students Meeting and Exceeding Expectations in ELA
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On average, the percentage of students meeting and exceeding grade level expectations in 3rd-
8th grade math has increased. While scores improved for nearly all student groups, the gains are
uneven, with scores improving more slowly for systemically underserved student groups. For
example, the percentage of 3rd-8th grade English Learners meeting and exceeding grade level expectations in math
remained stagnant at 9% from 2022 to 2023, while grade level rates increased 2 percentage points for White
students.

Figure 3: 3rd-8th Grade Students Meeting and Exceeding Expectations in Math
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8th-grade math scores appear to be recovering. However, the percentage of students not meeting
expectations has increased for the second year - with larger increases for systemically
underserved students. For example, in 2023, about 1 in every 3 Black 8th graders are not meeting grade level
expectations (a rise of 5 percentage points since 2022) compared to just over 1 in every 10 of their White peers (an
increase of 2 percentage points).

Figure 4: 8th Grade Students Not Meeting Expectations in Math
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10th-grade MCAS scores tell us how students nearing graduation are doing academically, and this year's
results are concerning. On average, statewide scores for 10th-grade ELA and math have remained level with 2022 results.
However, in both subjects, substantial disparities in outcomes persist. For example, 66% of 10th graders who are not low-income
are meeting grade-level expectations in math, compared to only 27% of their low-income peers.

Figure 4: 10th Grade Students Meeting and Exceeding Expectations in ELA and Math, by Subgroup

These results do not reflect
T ETR [0 students’ ability to learn; they

Students With Disabilities e reflect the opportunities, learning
English Learners A% 50 experiences, and supports they
receive.
Moreover, this is not about blame — we know how
0 0, !
Black 42% 27% hard educators have worked these past few years.
Latina/o/x 36% 25% What these results do indicate, however, is that
' there is still much work to do to support all
Asian 79% 80% students, especially systemically
White 67% 60% underserved student groups.
All Students 58% 50%

edtrust.org/massachusetts 0 @EdTrustMA 3.




